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Session Description

Institutions of Higher Education around the world
are at the forefront of the development and
implementation of accessible and assistive
technologies, including accommodation services
and personalized support for their students and
faculties. Yet, anecdotal evidence shows
considerable disparities among countries and
institutions. This session will include a
presentation and discussion among academic
leaders of the results of an AMAC - G3ict global
survey of the current state of advancement and
practices of institutions of higher education in
building an accessible digital environment on
campus and for life-long and distance learning and
which gaps present the most opportunities for all
stakeholders.
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Carolyn Phillips
Assistive Technology Director

Carolyn P. Phillips is nationally recognized in the field of
assistive technology and disabilities. Carolyn serves as
Director and Principal Investigator of Tools for Life,
Georgia’s Assistive Technology (AT) Act Program at
Georgia Tech | AMAC.
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Implementation!
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e “]1t 1 s not what Vyoucgstar
Bob Phillips, Aerospace Engineering

 Moving from
— Policy to Practice
— Knowledge to Action
Then learning from the field to inform policy

* Collectively Brilliant —Together we can find solutions for

our accessibility challenges/problems S
i LEFE




Global Challenges...
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Funding —
— AT and Accessibility services
— Students don’t dtagave AT before they

Training - for Students, Faculty, Staff — especially Procurement and IT

— Attitudes —Why do | need to do this?
— Students —What AT do | have access to now? What do | need?

Process - Students are learning their course materials, new AT and
accessibility processes — all at the same time

Legacy Software and Apps —Band-aid approach

Vetting Resources and Tools —
— What are the Best? Most Accurate? What are the Trends?
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Need Global Solutions!
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Funding - for AT and Accessibility
— example: AMAC AT Cooperative

Training - for Students, Faculty, Staff — especially Procurement and IT
— example: Attitudes — a lot of resources — Webinars
— example: University Facultyand Staff —-Te mpl e Uni versity 1 s rc
training
Process - Students are learning their course materials, new AT and
accessibility processes — all at the same time

— examples: Webinars, “support groups,” Pg
starting in High School.

Legacy Software and Apps

— examples: multiple self-assessment tools, auditing services and open source solutions

Vetting Resources and Tools
— example: several, including the ICT4IAL project




Promising Practices: ICT for Information Accessibility

in Learning
AMAC
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The Guidelines for Accessible Information have been
developed by the ICT4IAL project, which is a multi-
disciplinary network of European and international
partners that represent both learning and ICT
communities. The Guidelines for Accessible Information
IS an open source collegtion of instructions and
resources on how to create accessible materials with
text, image, audio and video, which can be applied to
all types of information produced.

ICTATIAL J|[ Accessiviiity in Learning EEl Co-funded by the
W L ifelong Learning Programme
ol of the European Union



http://ict4ial.eu/download-making-your-organisations-information-accessible-for-all
http://www.ict4ial.eu/

AMAC Accessibility Service

AMAC Accessibility Solution and Research Center provides
practical solutions and research for real challenges faced daily by
individuals with disabilities. AMAC offers postsecondary
education, corporate, governmental and nonprofit membership
services, including:

« Assistive Technology Cooperative

« Assistive Technology Solutions Lab (Demo & Device Lending)
« Assistive Technology training and technical assistance

« Accessible digital content conversioni E-Text

« Braille production services (Focus on STEM)

« Captioning, transcription and audio description services

« ICT Accessibility Consultation
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Successful Strategies: Development of AT

Cooperative
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The Deluxe Membership is designed for institutions that have ongoing
requests for alternative media and assistive technology.

Assistive Technology Software

e 20+ software applications available including: Text-To-Speech,
Magnification w/ Speech, Screen Modification / Colorization, and Writing
& Spelling software.

e Distributed directly to student computers through AMAC’s secure Student
Download Center

* Available for download and use on institutional computers overseen by
the disability service office

Web-Based Management Software

* Student access to our Student Download Centexhere students can
download books and software s
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Some of the AT

Apps for i0OS

-
) ClaroSpesak

Resd POFs on iPad or iPhone. Highlight text, change background and
text color, and more.

ClaroPDF
Resd POFs on iPad or iPhone. Add written or awdio notes.

Software for Windows

Reading PDFs

Rea

PDF Aloud
Built-in toofbar within Adobe Reader to easily resd POFs.

ClaroRead for PC
Resds text as you highlight, including PDFs and Word Documents

FDF Equalizer

5:7- Use to open and read POF files

'cET Literacy Productivity Pack
P% Suite of applcations that provide support for resding and writing

(Includes FOF Equslizer]

ding Word Documents

— E-text Reader
= Use to open and read doc, .rif, .t files such as Microsoft Word

_.d- documents.
Listening to Audiobooks on CD

Learning Ally ReadHesar PC
Use to open and listen to audio on COs.

In AT Cooperative

Reading DAISY and MathML

Dolphin EasyReadear

EasyReader allows you to resd multiple formats including DALY, HTNL,

EPURB, and MathML in DAISY format.

Additional Reading and Writing Software

Magnify H
Turns your mouse into & magnifier

= Text-to-Audic
Comverts text files to multiple standard sudio formats, imncluding mp3 and
wiave

Ultimate Talking Dicticnary
ncludes an unsbridged dictionany and thessunes.

Universal Reader Plus

UR+
_d" Use to open and read emasils, web pages, or any higlightable tesdt

Accessible PDF
Resd PDFs with the colors and fonts you want

ClarcView for PC
Change the color of the screen overlay and vary the tint lewel

Lightning with Speech
Full-featured screen magnification program with speech output

[ -3\' Microsoft Anna
|'A‘ 'l Default voice pre-installed on VWists and 7

ScreenRuler
Strip magnifier that highlights and magnifies screen in & horizontal band
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Tracking Trends

Increase in Universal Design in Mainstream

Customized reading levels

Convergence

Schools incorporate “Bring Your Own Technology”

The Future is Contextual

— GPS in technology - Communication

— Relational Organization Solutions
— Social Media




Accessibility - 3D Printers
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Making books even
more accessible

Making math concepts
more tangible

— Ability to feel how
something looks

On campuses




Campus Navigation - iBeacon Technology
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* Beacons

— Wireless sensors that attached to any location or
object

— Broadcasts radio signals to smartphones
— Navigation
— Cognitive Support




Campus Life - Amazon Echo

amazon echo
N—1

Always ready, connected, and fast. Just ask.

L
| |u
PHILIPS

B INSTEON
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Speech-controlled speaker
system

Functions are server side

Compatible with many EC
Brands

Memory Support -
Reminders
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Increase Use - Telepresence
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Enables individuals to be in one
location and have the freedom
to move around as if they were
physically in another location
Be on campus
Reduces travel costs
Hospital
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Carolyn Phillips
Director, Tools for Life
Carolyn.Phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu

Danny Housley
AT Funding & Resource Specialist
Danny.Housley@gatfl.gatech.edu

Ben Jacobs
Accommodations Specialist
Ben.Jacobs@gatfl.gatech.edu

Disclaimer

This presentation is produced by Tools for Life which is a result of the Assistive Technology Act of 1998, as amended in 2004. It is a program of the Georgia Institute of
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Liz Persaud
Training and Outreach Coordinator
Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu

Martha Rust
AT Specialist
Martha.Rust@gatfl.gatech.edu

Rachel Wilson
Tech Match Specialist
Rachel Wilson@gatfl.gatech.edu
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