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Thank you, Chair. Excellencies, distinguished colleagues. 
This year marks the 20th Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities—ratified today by 191 States Parties. Article 9 of the Convention is dedicated to Accessibility, and it explicitly includes information and communications technologies and systems, making accessibility a binding human‑rights obligation in the digital sphere. This establishes a clear expectation: digital public infrastructure, AI systems, datasets, and online services must be designed inclusively from the outset—not retrofitted later. 
G3ict was created to support the Convention’s implementation and engages in global digital governance as a neutral, principle‐based organization. Around the world, different governance models for AI are emerging. Regardless of the approach, our mission is to ensure that accessibility and the rights of persons with disabilities—and the needs of aging populations who increasingly rely on accessible technologies—are integrated from the beginning. This is essential to building AI systems that are safe, trustworthy, and inclusive.
The rapid evolution of AI makes one point clear: without intentional design, persons with disabilities risk being excluded from its benefits and disproportionately exposed to its harms. Embedding accessibility early—across standards, procurement, datasets, safety frameworks, and digital public infrastructure—is the only sustainable path.
We welcome that the final text of the Global Digital Compact includes several provisions directly relevant to digital accessibility, including commitments to inclusive digital public services, accessible technologies, and the participation of persons with disabilities in digital governance processes. These commitments signal growing recognition that accessibility strengthens effective governance.
This is why the work of this independent scientific panel is so important. Your recommendations will shape how governments, companies, and international institutions approach AI governance in the years ahead. For those recommendations to be legitimate and durable, they must reflect the perspectives of 1.3 billion persons with disabilities worldwide.
As this panel advances its work, we encourage you to treat accessibility not as an add‑on, but as a core governance principle—one that strengthens safety, fairness, and accountability for everyone.
Thank you.
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